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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia.

Our office is based on the lands of the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation, and
our membership spans across Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand.

We recognise the enduring connection between First Nations people and
Country, and their Custodianship of the land, waters and sky since time
immemorial.

We pay our respects to Elders across time. We extend that respect to all First
Nations people we meet and engage with in our work and purpose.



Topics:

• AGITG 
• Where we started 

this journey
• Initiatives 2021→



At the Australasian Gastro-Intestinal Trials Group 
(AGITG), we are working towards creating a world 
free from gastro-intestinal (GI) cancers. 

Working to improve patient outcomes since 1991

>$12m raised 
for 

>28 research 
projects



Our membership



Our research has changed medical practice

9,446 patients
given access to new treatment 

regimens on our trials

181 research articles
published in peer reviewed 

journals by AGITG researchers

256 presentations
based on AGITG trials at

global research conferences

Over 30 years
of ground-breaking  

AGITG research

$104+ million
invested in AGITG

research

83 research studies
improving outcomes for 
people with GI cancer

$



Our global footprint



Embedding equity into everything we do

Strategic pillars towards 2025:

Build a portfolio 
of research to 

improve patient 
outcomes

Maximise 
research funding 

by embedding 
fundraising 
alongside 

industry and 
government 

support

Cultivate and 
enhance 

national and 
international 

collaborations

Grow and  
support a  

diverse and  
multidisciplinary  

membership

Pursue a culture  
of excellence and  

build capacity
to support  
innovation

Create equitable  
research access, 

conduct and 
participation



Our journey – 2021-2022

2021
1. Strategy review & incorporation of equity pillar
2. Launched our Research Strategy, Development & Prioritisation Framework
3. Invitations to non-member GI cancer clinicians in RRR areas

2022
1. Joined Australian Teletrial Program (ATP), Sponsor Advisory Group
2. Cultural Capability Training 
3. ASM ‘Decentralised trials’ & EDI focused Closing Plenary, feat. Prof Gail 

Garvey, A/Prof Reema Harrison, Dr Abi Pal, Prof Sabe Sabeson, Prof 
Dorothy O’Keefe

4. Initiated turnover of Research Committees to represent a broad & diverse 
membership to strengthen processes and quality



Our journey - 2023

2023
1. Connected with Regional Coordinating Centres (RCCCs) in NT, SA, QLD, 

VIC, WA
2. 1st cross-jurisdictional teletrial cluster - Queen Elizabeth Hospital, SA & 

Royal Darwin Hospital, NT
3. Published EDI Statement
4. ASM in Aotearoa, NZ - EDI theme, feat. Prof Lisa Jackson Pulver, A/Prof 

Craig Underhill, Melanie Poxton
5. Revised Study Budget Development Policy
6. Julie McCrossin AM video series: insights from experts on First Nations 

cultural safety, barriers to representation, need for greater diversity & 
inclusion in clinical trials



Our journey

https://gicancer.org.au/about-us/equity-diversity-inclusion-statement/



2024 and beyond

1. Teletrial Ambassadors on Upper & Lower GI 
Working Parties

2. Teletrial clusters included during concept 
development

3. Funding for patient travel support (+ RRR patients) 
& eConsent (video animation)

4. ANZ-specific ethnicity categories for data collection 
5. PICF updates to reflect gender diversity & cultural 

sensitivities
6. ASM ‘Thinking Outside of the Box’ theme, feat. Prof 

Gail Garvey
7. Improved storytelling consent processes for longer-

term relationships, better trust-building
8. First Nations-led storytelling series: Directed by 

Madison Shakespeare, Gadigal Traditional 
Custodian & former AGITG Community Advisory 
Panel Member



Shifting teletrials to a forethought

Developing our research: https://gicancer.org.au/research/

AGITG Research Development and Prioritisation Framework: 12% clinical trial 
participants live in RRR 

areas



Register 
now!



Thank you
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